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BAGHDAT DECLARATION ( DRAFT)
5TH THINK TANKS FORUM OF OIC COUNTRIES

21-22 February 2014, Baghdad

The 5th Think Tanks Forum of OIC Countries has been held in Baghdad, Iraq on 21-22

February 2014 by the Iraqi Prime Group for
Strategic Studies and T
ASAM

( Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies ) with the support of the Ministry of
Communications of Iraq, the

oIC

( Organization of Islamic Cooperation ) and with the contribution of the Turkish Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The Forum addressed the topic of

Unity in Diversity

in the Islamic World as a

Source of Power

by giving the opportunity to think tanks operating in OIC countries to present policy papers and
holding constructive dialogue in order to conclude relevant recommendations and means of
their implementation. Think tanks from Europe and the US also were represented in the Forum.

The participants;

Emphasizing the significance of the Forum and recognizing the contributions and
recommendations that had been discussed during the past four forums, which were held in
Istanbul, Baku and Cairo, providing a platform for communication and dialogue around crucial
issues listed on the OIC agenda,

References were made to previous statements of the OIC, such as the decisions of the 6th
Islamic Summit Conference held on 9-11 December 1991 in Dakar and the 4th Extraordinary
Session of the Islamic Summit in Mecca on 14-15 August 2012, which addressed the issue of
unity, solidarity and harmony among Muslims, stressing its importance in overcoming sectarian,
ethnic and religious issues, as well as its positive impact on developmental, economic, political
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and social challenges that many OIC Countries face,

Noting that religious and cultural diversity provides an opportunity to OIC Countries if they use it
as a motivating force for making positive contributions to the socioeconomic development of
multi ethnic or multicultural societies and underlining Islam’s message of equality, fairness and
harmony,

Noting that economic interdependence can lead to greater cooperation at international fora and
international financial institutions which can supplement member states’ efforts in achieving not
only economic prosperity but also a solid basis to achieve unity among OIC Countries,

Underlining the role of women in providing internal and external peace and harmony,

Drawing attention to the need to formulate a clear vision about values and the culture of peace,
tolerance, unity and respect and to develop the role of the OIC in this field and to facilitate
constructive interactions among the peoples of OIC Countries,

Underlining the need to strengthen civil societies in all OIC Countries,

Also underling the need to take concrete steps in combating terrorism and extremism as a
means to ensure global peace and stability,

Have concluded following:

OIC Countries should give more weight to channels of political communication and public
diplomacy and should rationally evaluate external efforts and their own internal weaknesses that
may have caused divisions either on the basis of political differences or varying interpretations
of Islam.
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OIC Countries need to work in tandem with each other and look for their own homegrown
solutions that are most suited for improving the state of OIC societies.

Religious scholars should dissuade the followers of Islam from criticizing ethnic and cultural
dissimilarities that exist in societies. At the same time, Muslim scholars, academicians,
intellectuals and the media ought to play a proactive role in undertaking research and promoting
dialogue and discourse among themselves and their constituencies to deliberate on addressing
the issues of human rights, rule of law, intolerance, extremism and sectarianism.

Religious bodies, media, civil society organizations, regional and global international
organizations and states need to play an important role in promoting fundamental freedoms,
rule of law, human rights, cooperation, understanding, dialogue, tolerance and respect for
religious and cultural diversity.

Women in OIC Countries need more education and empowerment to order increase their
contributions in the preventing of conflicts. What OIC Countries need is “women diplomacy”, i.e.
a much larger participation of women in conventional official diplomacy and in second-track
diplomacy.

OIC Countries should establish sectorial diplomacy channels especially in defense and security
matters and ensure sectorial and financial deepening on the basis of interdependence.

OIC Countries should review their present structures and reorganize state institutions to adapt
to the globally changing nature of states, observing the balance between power and justice.

In order to pursue common goals and provide domestic peace through competition and rapid
development, OIC Countries should promote specific future vision projects such as 2023 and
2030 for each member.

OIC member states should perform political reforms to rotate power in a peaceful and
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democratic framework.

It has been decided to submit this declaration to the high attention of the Secretary General of
the UN , the Secretary
General of the OIC

and the state managements in the OIC Countries.

Finally, the participants noted with appreciation that the 6th Think Tanks Forum of OIC

Countries will be held on 11-12 March
2015 in Isla
mabad

- the capital of Pakistan -, which will be hosted by

IPRI

( Islamabad Policy Research Institute ).

22 February 2014, Baghdad

Bu cercevede katilimcilar;

Forum’un énemini dile getirerek istanbul, Bakii ve Kahire’de daha dnce gergeklestirilen ve 1iT
gundemindeki 6nemli sorunlarin ele alinmasi igin bir diyalog ve iletisim ortami sunan énceki dort
Forum’un katkilarini ve tavsiyelerini takdirle vurgulamistir.
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9-11 Aralik 1991 Dakar 6. islam i Zirve Konferansi, 14-15 Agustos 2012 Mekke islam Zirvesi
4. Olaganiisti Oturumu gibi [iT’nin,

islam

DlUnyasinda dayanisma ve uyumun gerekliligine isaret eden ve bunun mezhepsel, etnik, dini
sorunlarla bas etme ve

kalkinma

ekonomi
, Siyaset, toplum ile ilgili gt¢ltkleri agsma noktasindaki 6nemini vurgulayan dnceki
deklarasyonlarina génderme yapmistir.

Etnik ve dini farkliliklarin, ¢ok kiltarlt ve gok etnikli toplumlarin sosyoekonomik kalkinmalarini
tesvik edici bir unsur olarak kullaniimalari halinde, IIT Ulkeleri i¢in ciddi firsatlar sundugunu not
etmis ve Islam’in esitlik, adalet ve uyum mesajlarinin altini gizmigtir.

Ekonomik karsilikl bagimlihgin uluslararasi alanda daha buyuk igbirliginin 6nin0 acabilecegini
belirtmis; finansal kurumlarin, Gye Ulkelerin ekonomik refahi gergeklestirme ¢abalarini
destekleme konusunda énemli olduklarini, ama ayni zamanda IiT Ulkeleri arasinda birligin
saglanmasi igin de somut temel teskil ettiklerini not etmigtir.

iceride ve disarida baris ve uyumun saglanmasi noktasinda kadinlarin roliniin énemini
vurgulamistir.
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Baris, hosgord, birlik ve saygi kiltar ve degerlerle ilgili net bir vizyon gelistiriimesine, liT’nin bu
noktada oynayabilecegi role ve IIT Ulkeleri halklari arasindaki yapici etkilesimin artirilmasina
olan ihtiyaca dikkat gekmistir.

Tim iiT Ulkelerinde sivil toplumun gliclendiriimesine olan ihtiyacin altini gizmistir.

Ayrica, kuresel barig ve istikrarin saglanmasi amaciyla terérizm ve asinlikgilik ile micadelede
somut adimlar atilmasi gerektigini vurgulamistir.

Katilimcilar su sonuclara varmiglardir:

T Ulkelerinin siyasi iletisim kanallarina ve kamu diplomasisine daha fazla 6nem vermeleri,
siyasi farkhliklar veya Islam’in farkli yorumlarindan kaynaklanan ayrismalar tGzerinde dis
aktorlerin gabalarini ve kendi zaaflarini iyi degerlendirmeleri gerekmektedir.
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liIT Ulkelerinin kendi toplumlarinin durumlarini iyilestirmek icin en uygun 6zgiin yerel ¢6zim
yollarini arastirmalari ve birbirlerini destekleyecek sekilde ¢alismalari gerekmektedir;

Din adamlari, islam’in baghlarini toplumlardaki mevcut etnik ve kiiltiirel farkliliklari elestirmekten
vazgegirmelidir. Ayni zamanda Misliman alimler, akademisyenler, aydinlar ve medya bir takim
arastirma programlar gelistirmeli; insan haklar , hukukun Gstinliga, hosgorisizItk,
asinlikcilik ve mezhepgilik gibi konularda calismalar yapmak iizere kendi aralarinda ve IiT
Ulkelerinin toplumlari arasinda diyalogun ve baris séyleminin gelistirilmesi konusunda énciiliik
etmelidirler.

Dini kurumlar ve olugsumlar, medya, STK ’lar, bdlgesel ve kiiresel uluslararasi érgitler ile
devletler temel 6zgurlUklerin, hukukun GstinlGgunan,

insan

haklarinin, igbirliginin, anlayisin, diyalogun, hosgérinun ve dini - kaltarel farkliliklara sayginin
gelistirilmesi icin 6nemli rol oynamalidir.

liIT Ulkelerinde kadinlar, catismalarin engellenmesi noktasinda katkilarinin artirilmasi igin
egitilmeli ve guglendirilmelidir. IiT Ulkelerinin ihtiyag duydugu sey “kadin diplomasisi”, yani
kadinlarin geleneksel resmi diplomasiye ve sivil diplomasiye daha fazla katilmalarinin
saglanmasidir.
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T Ulkeleri savunma ve givenlik alanlari basta olmak tzere farkli sektdrel diplomasi alanlari
gelistirmeli, karsilikl bagimlilik temelinde finansal ve sektdrel derinlesme saglamalidir.

liIT Ulkeleri mevcut kurumsal yapilarini gézden gegirmeli ve devlet kurumlarini devletlerin
kiresel dizeyde degismekte olan dogasina uyum saglamak Uzere glc ve adalet dengesini
gbzeterek yeniden érgltlemelidirler.

T Ulkeleri ortak amaglarin gerceklestiriimesi, i¢ barisin rekabet ve hizli kalkinma yoluyla
saglanmasi amaciyla her Ulke igin

2023

, 2030 gibi 6zgln gelecek vizyonu projeleri geligtirmelidirler.

T Ulkeleri iktidarin demokratik ve bariscil yollardan el degistirmesi icin gerekli siyasi reformlari
gerceklestirmelidirler.

Bu deklarasyonun BM Genel Sekreteri'nin, iiT Genel Sekreteri’nin ve iiT Ulkelerinin devlet
yoneticileri
nin yiksek dikkatlerine sunulmasi kararlastiriimigtir.
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Son olarak, katiimcilar, 6. IiT Ulkeleri Diisiince Kuruluslari Forumu’nun IPRI ( Islamabad
Policy Research Institute ) ev sahipliginde

11-12 Mart 2015

tarihlerinde - Pakistan’in bagkenti -

islamabad

'da gerceklestirilecek olmasini takdirle kargilamislardir.

22 Subat 2014, Bagdat
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